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Abstract  

In 430 of US drone attacks in Pakistan’s tribal area starting in 2004, more than three 

thousand militants have been killed. However, hundreds and thousands of civilians were 

also put down in such attacks. This drone warfare has affected not only the flora and 

Fana of the area, but the residents have formed a draconian perception of the drones as 

well. This study looks into the perception of the residents of North Waziristan on the 

impacts of drone attacks on the economic activities, education, and health of the people. 

The study was quantitative, and a survey questionnaire was used as a tool for data 

collection. The questionnaire was distributed amongst 50 residents of North Waziristan 

in the Temporary Displaced Persons (TDPs) camp inside district Bannu. Majority of 

respondents revealed that drone attacks had created a kind of emotional consequences on 

their lifestyle. Economic activities have lowered, educational infrastructure has been 

shattered, and numerous health problems have emerged amongst the residents of North 

Waziristan.  
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Introduction 

The term terrorism has its origin in the Latin word „terrere,’ which means intense or 

overwhelming fear (Microsoft Encarta Dictionary, 2008). According to Koffi Annan, the 

former Secretary General of the United Nations“terrorism is all criminal acts directed 

against a State and planned or calculated to create a state of terror in the minds of 

particular persons or a group of persons or the general public (Ruperez, 2005, p.22).” 

Literature has a mixed view of terrorism and guerrilla warfare; they are different only in 

terms of their target operations (Ganor, 2002). Terrorists target civilians while guerrilla 

fighters target military personnel. 

The history of terrorism is as old as human civilization. Historically, people have been 

fighting with each other to achieve different political and economic goals (Celick & 

Duyan, 2012). In the French revolution of 1789, hundreds of people were killed when the 

government started a bloody campaign against revolutionaries (Millington, 2015). The 

20
th
 Century World Wars (I&II) killed 2500 million people from all around the world. 

For the very first time in the history of human civilization, the world saw the use of 

Atomic Bomb in war (on Japan). The post-WWII asymmetric conflict in Vietnam also 

saw bloody violence in the second half of the 20
th
 Century (Bakker, 2007).   
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In the 1980s, the world experienced bloody violence in the form of Afghan Jihad against 

USSR in Afghanistan. It was the decade when there was a mushroom growth of militant 

organizations in Pakistan backed and supported by the international community.  

However, after the USSR withdrew from Afghanistan, the international community 

stopped its support to the Mujahideen, and a civil war broke out in Afghanistan. Pakistan 

shares more than two thousand long and porous border with Afghanistan, and the 

Pakhtun ethnic group resides on both sides of the border. The border areas became a 

refuge for militant groups and refugees fleeing the civil war. As a result of these 

conditions, Pakistan was also affected (Kayani, 2011).  Subsequently, this civil war led to 

the rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan. Al-Qaida, which was a small organization during 

Afghan Jihad, started growing its wings under the Taliban government in Afghanistan.  

In September 2001 al-Qaeda affiliates attacked the world trade center in the US killing 

3000 civilians. As a result of these incidents,the U.S and its allies invaded Afghanistan to 

cut the roots of terrorism once and for all. As a consequence of the US attack on the 

Taliban government, the Pak-Afghan border area became „terrorist safe heaven‟ where 

the majority of the former Taliban and Al-Qaida leadership allegedly took refuge (US 

Department of State, 2017, p.313).  

The US has forced Pakistan to take action against terrorist outfits. However, owing to 

suspicion by the US on Pakistan‟s commitment to fighting against terrorism, it started 

drone attacks on terrorist outfits 

inside Pakistan.  

The United States considers the 

use of Drone Predator as the 

viable option to curb terrorism as 

it prevents the communication and 

gathering of Taliban, Al-Qaeda or 

other militant leaders in specific 

territorial locations (Byman, 

2017). Drone, is the modern 

technology of the 21
st
 century, is 

considered one of the most 

effective weapons against Al-

Qaeda and other militant groups. In Afghanistan and adjacent tribal areas of Pakistan, the 

drones are frequently being used by American forces and several times they have civilian 

casualties in various forms (Mazhar & Goraye, 2011). Drones can be used in every 

Figure: 1 

Source: The Bureau of Investigative Journalism 
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situation and time; 24 hours and seven days a week as an “eye in the sky” which send 

information (Rodrigo, 2016).  

In Pakistan drone strikes started in 2004 after 9/11. Pakistan is in the top listed countries 

where the US has conducted drone strikes. Since the 1
st
 drone attack in 2004, as per the 

James Jefferies (2018) of the Bureau of Investigative Journalism (2017), there have been 

a total of 430 confirmed drone strikes killing 2513 terrorist targets while leaving almost 

500 civilian casualties including children (See Figure 1&2). Almost 65% of the drone 

strikes have been reported in North Waziristan (Khan, 2016).  

This paper seeks to look at the impacts of drone strikes on economic activities, education, 

and health of the residents of North Waziristan, Pakistan. From the US standpoint, the 

drones are proving effective in targeting the terrorists and providing the desired results in 

the region. Nonetheless, the collateral damage and negative impacts and consequences 

have made the life of common 

man miserable.  

According to Ahmad (2016), a 

tribal regionin Pakistan is one of 

the most underdeveloped regions 

with 73 % of its population living 

below the poverty line. 

Unemployment in the region is 

ranging between 60-80 % and has 

been increasing day by day. There 

are two major factors responsible 

for this situation:  (i) poor 

governance and, (ii) decades-long violent conflicts (Ahmad, 2016). The infrastructure 

including roads, hospitals, and markets have been demolished by drone attacks. People 

cannot trade and move freely, which is creating unemployment in the region particularly 

in youth. Markets remain closed, and the majority of people have shifted their business to 

settled areas owing to drone phobia (Irfanuddin, 2014). Treatment of those injured in 

drone strikes is also a big challenge in North Waziristan due to lack of necessary health 

facilities. In most cases, the injured persons have shifted too far-flung areas like Bannu 

and sometimes to Peshawar, the provincial capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The family 

income in North Waziristan is also meager, so people take loans and it takes a lifetime to 

pay them back (Khilji, 2012). 

There are various arguments in favor of drone strikes like they are useful, less expensive 

and politically supported by American people, etc. However, the drones have a lot of 

Source: The Bureau of Investigative Journalism 

Figure: 2 
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negative impacts on the people who continuously lived under the fear of the „eye in the 

sky.‟Drone strikes are against the sovereignty of an independent state.  It has collapsed 

socio-economic, and life fabrics of local communities, e.g., drone strikes have damaged 

roads, schools, houses and hospitals in the targeted area. From the sociological 

standpoint, drone strikes severely affected the rich culture of Pakhtun including Hujra, 

Jirga, Social Gatherings, Gudar, and funerals,etc. Drone strikes have created fear and 

dread in the area and have significantly increased disability in the local population. 

Objectives of the Study  

 To explore the impact of drone attacks on economic activities of the people in 

North Waziristan;  

 To find out the impact of drone attacks on the educational sector in the target 

area; and  

 To find out the consequences of drone strikes on the health of vulnerable 

segment in the target area.  

Research Questions 

1. What are the impacts of drone attacks on the economic activities of the people in 

North Waziristan? 

2. What are the impacts of drone attacks on the education sector in North 

Waziristan? 

3. What are the impacts and consequences of drone attacks on the health of the 

vulnerable segment in North Waziristan? 

Material and Method 

This research report is based on quantitative data. The data was obtained from both 

primary and secondary sources. Primary data was collected from the Temporary 

Displaced Persons (TDPs) of North Waziristan living in district Bannu through a 

structured questionnaire which was self-administered. The number of respondents was 

50. After collecting the relevant data, SPSS was used for classification and data analysis. 

Data analysis shows the tables, the percentages, and frequencies of the responses. 

Results and Discussion  

Table No _1 Showing Impact of drone attacks on the economic activities of NWA  

Indicators 

Yes No Total  

F % F % 

Markets are slow because of drone attacks 37 74 13 26 50 

Drone attacks demolish roads for trade 32 64 18 36 50 

Shopkeepers close down their shops very early  due to fear 26 52 24 48 50 
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of drone strikes 

Drone attacks are responsible for the destruction of trade 

markets 

35 70 15 30 50 

Businessmen shift their businesses to other peaceful places 

because of drone attacks 

32 64 18 36 50 

 

Table 1 shows the impact of drone attacks on the economic activities in the North 

Waziristan Agency. Out of 50 respondents, the majority of respondents 37 (74 %) were 

saying that economic activities in the markets are slow because of drone attacks, while 13 

(26 %) disagreed. Among 50 respondents, 32 (64 %) were saying that drone attacks 

demolished roads for trade in North Waziristan Agency, while 18 (36 %) disagreed. In 

total 50 respondents, 26 (52 %) were saying that shopkeepers have to close down their 

shops very early due to drone strikes, while 24 (48 %) disagreed. Out of 50 respondents, 

35 (70 %) said that drone attacks were responsible for the destruction of trade markets in 

North Waziristan Agency, while 15 (30 %) disagreed. In total 50 respondents, 32 (64 %) 

were saying that businessmen shifted their businesses to other peaceful places because of 

drone attacks, while 18 (36 %) disagreed.  

Table No_ 2 Showing Impact of drone attacks on the education 

Indicators 

Yes No 

Total F % F % 

Drone attacks target the education institutions 30 60 20 40 50 

Children are dropped from schools due to fear of drone  32 64 18 36 50 

Expert teachers migrate to other peaceful areas as a result of 

drone fear 

27 54 23 46 50 

Educationist from other area stop visiting NWA due to the 

fear of drone attacks 

35 70 15 30 50 

 

Table No_2 shows the impact of drone attacks on the education of local people. Out of 50 

respondents, 30 (60 %) were saying that drone attacks target the education institutions of 

North Waziristan Agency while 20 (40 %) were saying that drone attacks do not target 

the education institutions. In total 50 respondents, 32 (64 %) were saying that children 

were dropped from schools due to fear of drones, while 18 (36 %) disagreed. Out of 50 

respondents, 27 (54 %) said that expert teachers migrated to other peaceful areas as a 

result of drone fear, while 23 (46 %) disagreed. In total 50 respondents, majority of 

respondents, 35 (70 %) were saying that educationists from other areas stopped visiting 

North Waziristan Agency due to the fear of drone attacks, while 15 (30 %) disagreed. 

Table No_3 Showing Health Consequences of Drone attacks 

Indicators 

Yes No 

Total F % F % 

Doctors and other paramedic staff  have hesitancy because of 

drone strikes 

31 62 19 38 50 
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Drone attacks affected people‟s memory 37 74 13 26 50 

Drone attacks cause skin cancer 39 78 11 22 50 

Drone attacks cause physical disabilities 46 92 4 8 50 

Drone attacks create psychological fear in the area 41 82 9 18 50 

 

Table No 3 indicates the health consequences of drone attacks in North Waziristan. Out 

of 50 respondents, 31 (62 %) were saying that doctors and other paramedics staff feel 

hesitant to visit North Waziristan just because of drone strikes, while 19 (38 %) disagreed 

with this point. Out of 50 respondents, 37 (74 %) said that drone attacks affected their 

memory, while 13 (26 %) said that drone attacks had not affected their memory. In total 

50 respondents, 39 (78 %) were saying that drone attacks cause skin cancer in the area 

while 4 (8 %) disagreed. Majority of respondents 46 (92 %) were saying that drone 

attacks cause physical disabilities, while 4 (8 %) disagreed. Out of 50 respondents, the 

majority of respondents 41 (82 %) were saying that drone attacks create psychological 

fear in the area, while 9 (18 %) disagreed. 

Conclusion 

The drone strikes have severely affected the economic activities in North Waziristan. As 

a result, economic activities in the markets are slow. Drones attacks have demolished 

infrastructure like roads and markets etc. Most of the businessmen have shifted their 

businesses from North Waziristan to other parts of the country due to the fear of drone 

strikes. 

Drones have also left severe consequences on the education sector in North Waziristan by 

destroying schools and stopped children from going to schools.  As a result, most of the 

children are dropped out from schools. Majority of teachers migrated to other parts of the 

country. Educationists also stopped their pilot visits to North Waziristan owing to the fear 

of drone strikes. Drones also have severe negative health consequences for children and 

women. Persistent fear in the mind of parents and school going children is an alarming 

phenomenon. Skin cancer is also rising in North Waziristan, and it is attributed to the 

drone strikes. Physical disability is also a substantial consequence of drone strikes in 

North Waziristan.  
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